
Berrien Regional Education Service Agency’s 

Contact Information:

Berrien Regional Education 
Service Agency
711 St. Joseph Ave.
Berrien Springs, MI 
49103-1583
(269) 471-7725 
www.berrienresa.org

Stephanie Mack,
Special Education Director 
stephanie.mack@berrienresa.org

Eric Hoppstock,
Director of Learning & Leadership
eric.hoppstock@berrienresa.org

Shari Lidgard-Pullins,
Supervisor of Ancillary Services and 
Compliance 
shari.lidgard@berrienresa.org

For user support, 
please contact:  

Heidi Cuthbert, 
Special Education Secretary
Tel:  269-471-7725 ext. 1308
heidi.cuthbert@berrienresa.org

Ashley Rodriguez, 
Special Education Secretary
Tel:  269-471-7725 ext. 1140
ashley.rodriguez@berrienresa.org

Jenna Wood, 
Special Education Secretary
Tel:  269-471-7725 ext. 1223
jenna.wood@berrienresa.org

The views and perspectives shared in 
“illuminate insights” do not necessarily 
reflect those of the Berrien Regional 
Education Service Agency, affiliated 
schools, staff or board members.  

To receive “illuminate insights” electroni-
cally, please visit www.berrienresa.org 
and visit the Communication page.  Ad-
ditional newsletters are also available.

Berrien RESA complies with all federal 
and state laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination, and with all requirements and 
regulations of the United States Department 
of Education and the Michigan State Depart-
ment of Education.

Bulletin # 2

Released:  
December 15, 2010

www.berrienresa.org
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Construction of the Present Level of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance (PLAAFP) statement in illuminate.

For years,Berrien RESA has provided guidance that the four parts of a quality PLAAFP 
are:

1. Data Source (Where the data comes from)
2. Data Statement (What the student can do. Relationship to other students.)
3. Instructional need (What the student needs to work on with enough specificity that 

a receiving teacher knows what to work on with the student)
4. Impact Statement (How does the need impact ability to perform in general educa-

tion)

This bulletin is a cross-walk of where those elements appear in illuminate.
PLAAFP Element Corresponding illuminate entry section
2. Data Statement Strengths and Need page under Strength answering the question: 

What is the strength of the student with regard to there area of 
disability?

1. Data Source Strengths and Need page under Demonstrated Needs answering the 
question: What is the assessment source used to identify this need? 
(This is a forced choice drop down menu)

3. Instructional Need Strengths and Need page under Demonstrated Needs answering the 
statement: Describe the demonstrated need using baseline data.

4. Impact Statement Strengths and Need page under Demonstrated Needs answering the 
question: What is the impact of this need? (First select the area and 
then forced choice list will appear in that area)

Short direct answers to the questions in illuminate will be combined to make a quality 
PLAAFP statement.

Example:

Student is reading 34 words per minute compared with 119 words per minute by 
grade-based peers as measured by the DIBELS. Increase to 68 words per minute with 
proper sound segmenting of unknown words. These deficits interfere with the student’s 
ability to decode.
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